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Second Annual MFA Boutique Night Fundraiser:  Wednesday, 10/25, Maynard Elks Lodge, 6-9 pm 
Kick off your holiday shopping and help raise money for the MFA at this year's Boutique Night!  Come 
browse a wide variety of unique products and services for everyone on your shopping list and enter to win 
more than 30 fabulous raffle prizes!  Bring your friends and check out some great gift ideas from 
Pampered Chef, Tupperware, Dream Dinners, Discovery Toys, Avon, Tastefully Simple and our very own 
Teresina's!  You'll find imported jewelry, children's books, crafts, room murals, cosmetics, skincare, home 
decor, health and fitness services, handmade candles, belts, handbags, and cookies, just to name a few!  
Admission is free for MFA members, and only $5 for nonmembers.  For more information, please contact 
Jenifer Gershman at jen@gershmanfamily.com or 978-461-2499. 
 
New Baby Brunch 
The MFA would like to invite all Maynard families 
who have a baby born/adopted in the last year 
(since May of 2005) to our New Baby Brunch, 
which will be held Saturday, September 23. If 
you have a new baby (or know a friend or neighbor 
in Maynard who does), please email Jill 
Pierantozzi at jtp41433@yahoo.com and let us 
know your name and street address so we can 
send you an invitation to this fun annual event. 
 
MFA News 
◊ Membership Renewal 
 It’s time to renew your membership! The MFA’s 
annual membership drive is underway. (We 
changed our membership calendar from June to 
September.) To continue your membership, please 
return the attached form with a check for $20 
per family to the MFA, PO Box 114, Maynard, MA 
01754. With continuing membership you will 
receive quarterly newsletters, monthly e-mail 
updates, and free admission to most MFA events. 
It is our members who make the MFA an active 
and vital part of our community, and we thank you 
in advance for your support. If you have questions 
about your membership status, or if you wish to 
discontinue your membership, please contact 
Colleen Strahs, colleenstrahs@comcast.net or 
978-298-5127. 
◊Are you receiving monthly MFA updates via 
email?  If not, email Colleen Strahs at 
colleenstrahs@comcast.net. 

◊Advertising is available in this newsletter for a 
business card size ad.  The cost is $15 per 
newsletter.  Contact Jennifer O’Leary at 
jenniferoleary@comcast.net for more 
information. 
 
Upcoming MFA Events 
Baby Brunch – Sept. 23rd 
Maynard Fest (MFA table) – Oct. 7th 
Boutique Night – Oct. 25th 
Preschool Night – early Nov. 
Evening of Giving (fundraiser) – Nov. 19th 
Cookie Exchange – early Dec. 
 
Next MFA Board meeting:  TBA Please contact 
Jen O’Leary at jenniferoleary@comcast.net if you 
would like to attend.   
 
 
Special thank you to Lisa Kennedy! 
Thank you to Lisa Kennedy for suggesting that 
the MFA donate something for kids to the new 
library!  Although the item has not yet been 
picked out by the library, it is in progress and it 
is thanks to Lisa for making this wonderful 
suggestion to the MFA Board!  Thank you Lisa for 
giving us your great ideas!  Sincerely, Jennifer 
O’Leary 
 
Be sure to review the advertisements on the 
last page of this newsletter!! 
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Support the Maynard Family Association! 
Evening of Giving;  Sunday, November 19th 
You can help the MFA by purchasing a ticket for 
Solomon Pond Mall's Evening of Giving.  You can 
also help by volunteering to sell some of these 
tickets to your family, friends, neighbors, and co-
workers. 
 
Only those with tickets can enter the mall during 
this special event.  A grand prize will be drawn at 
the end of the night.  The date is Sunday, 
November 19th from 7 to 10 pm. 
 
For each ticket sold, the MFA receives $7.  The 
remaining $3 goes to the Simon Youth Foundation.  
Proceeds earned from this fund-raiser support 
family events, programs, and services for families 
in the local community. 
 
For tickets, contact Jennifer O'Leary at 978-
897-2705 or jenniferoleary@comcast.net.   
 
Call for Volunteers! 
We need members to organize and volunteer at 
upcoming events.  Please remember that events 
will not happen without volunteers! We currently 
need organizers for the MFA Halloween party, 
Winterfest and Egg Hunt.  Contact Jennifer 
Moran at jmoran@rics.bwh.harvard.edu if you are 
interested. 
 
Get Involved:  MFA Board Position Openings 
◊Crafts Coordinator:  The MFA is seeking a 
crafts coordinator to join the Board. This person 
would be responsible for planning craft activities 
for some of our events during the year including 
our winterfest party and spring egg hunt. Board 
members are also asked to attend four board 
meetings a year and help plan and execute MFA 
events throughout the year. 
◊Raffle Donation Coordinator We are looking for 
a 2nd PR Coordinator to be responsible for 
contacting vendors for events and soliciting 
donations for raffles. 
 

Preschool Night 
Mark your calendars for early November (specific 
date to be determined) because we're planning 
another Preschool Night!  Last year's event was a 
huge success with over 20 preschools attending.  
Directors and teachers were on hand to tell you 
about their programs and answer questions.  
Don't miss this informative event. 
 
Do you have a preschool that you love?  If so, 
please contact Laura Howrey at 
laura_howrey@yahoo.com and we'll make sure to 
add them to our list.  We're also still looking for 
volunteers to help run the event, so please 
contact Laura Howrey if you are interested in 
helping out. 
 
Volunteers in the Spotlight: 
▪Thank you to Dave Carter, Jen Moran and Pam 
Leskovac for their help with the fire truck wash.  
Special thanks to Jill Pierantozzi for organizing 
this annual favorite. 
▪Thank you to Jen O'Leary for planning the trip 
to Davis Farmland. 
● Thank you to Stacey Briggs for organizing the 
Spinners game. 
  

THANK YOU TO OUTGOING MFA BOARD 
MEMBERS!! 

Thank you to our outgoing board members! 
Special thanks to Denise Donovan, Sue Hines, 
Christine Morgan, Jennifer Gershman, Maeve 
Hale and Kristy Bouley for their wonderful 
service to the Maynard Family Association.  
Without wonderful volunteers to make our 
organization possible, there would not be any of 
these fantastic and fun events to take your kids 
to!   Please thank them for their time and 
commitment to our organization the next time you 
see them!    Sincerely, Jennifer M and Jennifer 
O. 
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Welcome to our new board members! 
We would like to welcome our newest board 
members, Melinda Monty, Kathy Gargas, Jodi 
Larkin, Liz Ward, and Pam Leskovac.  Families in 
Maynard appreciate you volunteering your 
valuable time and energy to help connect us all 
and to create all these wonderful events for the 
children of Maynard!  Sincerely, Jennifer M and 
Jennifer O. 
 
Summer Review 
◊ Fire truck wash- Thank you to all who came to 
the Firetruck Wash in July. It was a very exciting 
time, as the children got the truck sparkling clean 
and then watched it rush off for a call to duty! 
Special thanks to the Fire Department, the Green 
Meadow School and Erikson's Dairy for helping 
make the day a success. 
◊Lowell Spinners- The MFA had a number of 
families attend a Lowell Spinners game in early 
July!   
◊Davis Farmland- The annual MFA trip on August 
1st to Davis Farmland was a huge success!  With 
over 40 people attending, we had a very large 
group going in at the discounted rate.  We fed 
the animals, went on a hayride and toured the 
animal areas before finishing up with the tour and 
exploring the rest of the farm on our own!  The 
Play and Spray area was a big hit that day since it 
was so hot.  Both older kids and the young 
toddlers had plenty of water to play in.  If you 
weren’t able to make it this year, keep your eyes 
peeled for the trip next summer! 
 

Mom’s Night Out 
September 12th- Sierra's @ 

7:30pm.  Please come out for 
some great food and 

margaritas to unwind from all 
of the back to school madness.  Let 

me know by Monday September 11th at 
jedenn@comcast.net or 978-897-8820. 
 
 
 

October 11th- 
Wednesday, October 11 
7:00 to 8:30 PM   
Auntie Erl's Exchange 
119 Great Rd, Bedford 
781-275-1093 
www.AuntieErl.com 
Shop, Sip & Save Social! 
Please join us for an evening of shopping at 
Bedford's newest Children's Resale Boutique - 
Auntie Erl's Exchange. They've got a great 
selection of toys, clothes, videos, puzzles, and 
equipment, and we'll all receive a special Maynard 
Moms 20% discount on all purchases made during 
the evening. Whether you're looking for a fall 
fleece, snow boots, winter dresses, Halloween 
costumes, or getting a jump start on holiday 
gifts, please join us and save. Auntie Erl will 
provide wine, cheese and snacks. You can check 
out the store online at www.AuntieErl.com. 
 
** Please let me know if you are interested by 
September 30th.  We need to have a certain 
number of people to make this work.  Thanks- 
Jamie** 
 
November 9th- The Blue Coyote @7:30pm.  Come 
on out for some dinner and drinks once again to 
escape for just a little bit!  Let me know by 
November 8th at jedenn@comcast.net or 978-
897-8820. 
 
Dad’s Night Out 
Dads' Night Out meets for drinks and 
conversation.  For details go to  
 http://groups.google.com/group/Maynard-Dads  
Any questions can be directed to Scott at 
wsmonty@gmail.com. 
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Story and Craft Time at the library 
The MFA hosts a story and craft time at the 
library during the school year. This year 
storytime will be the second Friday of each 
month at 10:15 and will be held in the meeting 
room on the children’s floor of the new library. It 
is geared toward children about 2-4 years old, 
but children of any age are welcome to attend. 
We ask that you let us know at least a few days 
ahead of time if you would like to attend so we 
can plan to have enough supplies for the craft.  
Our first storytime will be held on Friday, 
September 8 at 10:15 and our theme will be At 
the Zoo. Bring along a zoo stuffed animal to listen 
with you! Please email Jill at 
jillpierantozzi@yahoo.com with your children’s 
names to r.s.v.p. for this event. 

 
Hospitality Team 
The Hospitality Team welcomes new babies as 
well as new families to the community with three 
home-cooked meals prepared and delivered by our 
volunteer chefs.  If you know of local families 
who are expecting, have a new baby at home, or 
have just moved to the area and could use a warm 
welcome, please contact our Hospitality 
Coordinator, Jodi Larkin, at My contact info is 
larkin_jodi@yahoo.com or 978-897-5975  Also, 
we are always looking for new chefs- please 
contact Jodi if you can help! 
 
Playgroups 
Interested in joining a playgroup? The MFA is 
forming some new playgroups (infants to 
preschoolers) to begin meeting in the fall. If you 
are interested, please email your name, child’s 
name and birth date, and specific days and times 
you are available to meet to 
pleskovac@comcast.net. Most groups meet during 
the week, but if there is enough interest then 
weekend groups can be formed as well. Playgroups 
consist of about 4-7 families and meet at 
member’s homes on a rotating basis, usually once 
a week for a couple hours.  

 
Book Club 
The MFA has an active book club.  We meet every 
6 weeks at the home of one of our members for 
food, fun and lively book discussion.  Our last two 
book selections were, The Dive Fram Clausen's 
Pier by Ann Packer and A Death in Belmont by 
Sebastian Junger.  To join the book club, please 
contact Melinda Monty, 
melinda_monty@yahoo.com 
 
Birth Announcements! 
●Julie and Kristian Sullivan, twin girls Amanda 
and Zoe born 6/5/06, big sister Lilly (2.5 yrs old) 
●Pam and John Leahy, son Sean born 6/9/06, big 
sister Cara 
●Kate and Andy Malionek, daughter Anna born 
6/18/06 
●Heather Campbell Guster and Greg Guster, Baby 
Chase Campbell born 6/15/06 
●Jennifer and Mark Ubaldino, daughter Cara 
Alice born 7/5/06 
●Shari and Paul Belanger, daughter Caroline 
Charolette born 6/13/06, big brother Darren 
●Nancy and John O'Rourke, daughter Bridget 
born 5/22/06, big sisters Peggy and Kayla 
 
First Connections News 
September First Connections Programs – To 
register call: 978-287-0221 
●First Time Moms Group An 8-week program 
focusing on mom’s adjustment to life with an 
infant.  Facilitated by health educator and parent 
Melanie Priestly.  For moms and babies who are 6 
months and under.  Starts Wednesday, 
September 13th 10-11:30am  No Fee 
●Pediatric CPR 
Saturday, September 23rd 9-11:30am  $35 per 
person 
●Parenting Your Three Year Old 
This seminar will address general developmental 
paths for 36 to 48 month olds, including how 
parents can best support their child’s growth 
towards independence. 
Wednesday, September 27th 7-8 pm  No Fee



 

 

Maynard Family Association Board 2006-2007 
Name Position E-mail Address: Phone 

Jennifer Moran Co-President jmoran@rics.bwh.harvard.edu 978-897-6275 

Jennifer O'Leary Co-President jenniferoleary@comcast.net 978-897-2705 

Katy McCann Co-Vice President kathleenmccann@usa.net 978-897-0997 

Laura Howrey Co-Vice President laura_howrey@yahoo.com 978-897-1753 

 Crafts Coordinator   

Colleen Strahs Database Coordinator colleenstrahs@comcast.net 978-298-5127 

Pamela Leahy First Connections Liaison pfraioli@excite.com 978-897-2892 

Liz Ward First Connections Liaison fourwards@gmail.com  

Jodi Larkin Hospitality Coordinator larkin_jodi@yahoo.com 978-897-5975 

Jamie Denn Mom's Night Out jedenn@comcast.net 978-897-8820 

Joanne Tummino Newsletter Editor jomiket@verizon.net 978-897-3960 

Jill Pierantozzi Storytime Coordinator jillpierantozzi@yahoo.com 978-897-0372 

Kathy Gargas Advertising Coordinator kmk9@aol.com 978-897-6957 

Pam Leskovac Playgroup Coordinator pleskovac@comcast.net 978-461-4773 

Laura Howrey 
Superintendent Council 
Liaison laura_howrey@yahoo.com 978-897-1753 

Stacey Briggs Treasurer briggs_stacey@hotmail.com 978-897-1885 

Colleen Strahs Website Content Coordinator colleenstrahs@comcast.net 978-298-5127 

Jannette Steed 
Baby-Sitting Coop 
Coordinator jannette.steed@verizon.net 978-897-0850 

Kristy Bouley 
Baby-Sitting Coop 
Coordinator k.bouley@verizon.net 978-461-0408 

Melinda Monty Book Club Coordinator melinda_monty@yahoo.com 978-897-1293 

 

Don’t hesitate to contact us with any questions!! 
www.maynardfam.org 
Maynard Family Association 

P.O. Box 114  
Maynard, MA  01754 

 
The Maynard Family Association (MFA) is beginning its ninth year of operation in 2006.  It is a non-profit 
volunteer parent organization that organizes and delivers free or low-cost family resources and programs 
to families with children five and under in the local community.  It currently has approximately 100 families 
who are members.  Member dues, local business sponsors and First Connections fund MFA. 
 
First Connections is a Massachusetts Family Network funded by the Mass. Department of Education.  It 

is located in Concord and designs and delivers low or no cost family resources to 11 area towns including 
Maynard, primarily to families with children birth through ages three.  The MFA sends two 
representatives to participate on the Parent Association Committee.  For more information, contact the 
First Connections Office (978) 287-0221  

 
For more info on all MFA programs, contacts, the events calendar and to view this 

newsletter online, please check www.maynardfam.org 
 


